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T.L. Shield & Associates has prepared this document for the purpose of providing building owners and owner 
representatives such as architects, contractors, and installers with information speci�c to design planning, special 
provisions, installation considerations, and regulatory compliance responsibility relevant to Invisible Lift-Courtroom 
Lifts.

Every courtroom project has speci�c design and integration considerations. The information presented in this 
document is fairly generic and not intended to address speci�c detail or special conditions that may be encountered 
on a project.

����������������
By way of introduction, Invisible Lift- Courtroom Lifts are comprised of a platform that raises and lowers within the 
con�nes of stationary millwork walls and the closed entrance/exit doors. Subsequently, the lift layout is customized 
for each application.


������������������������

Invisible Lifts are speci�cally designed for use in courtrooms to facilitate mobility-impaired judges, witnesses,
clerks, and jurors, but are also well suited for elevated stages and platforms such as church pulpits and
meeting chamber podiums.

��������������
Lift Frame: Mounted, stationary style, welded or bolted, roller or formed steel channel construction. Provide steel 
scissor leg stabilizer assembly of one-piece construction with accurate alignment of all holes. Provide dual roller 
retainers with grease �ttings on cylinder pivot points. Roller and pivot pins shall be minimum 1-inch ground and 
chrome steel 75,000 lbs. minimum yield. Provide �ber guide bushings with chrome clevis pin pivot points.
Deck: Provide deck unit constructed of minimum ¼-inch steel with straight toe guards on each side. 
Finish Floor Covering: Carpet by others. Refer, as required, to Section 09680.
Lift Door Electrical Contact: Arrange so that lift cannot operate unless doors are closed and locked within tolerance 
allowed by Code.

To further facilitate the architectural design process, contact our o�ce for assistance.

���������
�
�����������������������������

Be advised, there are certain limitations to be aware of with respect to minimum and maximum dimensions. The 
minimum platform size and minimum door opening are contingent upon door orientation, i.e., whether the lift 
provides straight through access or involves a 90 degree turn for the wheelchair-bound passenger. Further, the 
maximum platform size is preferably no greater than 32 sq. ft. However, certain applications may be cause for 
exception and must be evaluated on a case-by case basis. The best method to prevent exceeding the 32 sq. ft. 
maximum platform size, particularly for courtroom lift applications where the witness stand or clerk bench footprint 
may be larger than 32 sq. ft., is to contact T.L. Shield early in the design process. Since space in the interior of the 
witness stand or clerk bench is typically too restrictive for a hinged self-closing door, a �xed or mechanical 
wheel-stop is a practical alternative.
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